THE CHURCH OF GOD
weapons were originally hers. The material sword the prince
wields for her use and advantage, and is consequently her
minister."
The essential premiss of the whole argument is the theory
of the Fall of Man. To believe the Fall of Man, and all that
must logically follow from it, is already to be committed to
some form of the "Social Contract" theory of the basis and
purpose of society. By this, men are held to contract into a
society and out of their previous state of isolated and chaotic
brutishness; and the basis of such a state is therefore aptly
described as springing from an essential evil. Gregory VH was
by no means illogical in suggesting that the real founder of the
temporal power was Cain, who shed the blood of righteous
Abel. But the Fall of Man involves a state of righteousness in
the past, and sanity demands belief in a state of righteousness
in the future, towards which men gradually struggle. Into the
midst of this not ignoble conception of social evolution is
thrust the redeeming life and death of Christ, for which its
theory must find a place in its statement. Hence Augustine's
Two Cities theory, and the later improvements and variations
upon it. But John was at one with his political predecessor,
Gregory VII, who saw clearly that it was useless in practice to
suggest the theory, the pre-eminence of the clerical order,if that
order did not so behave as fitly to bear the burden of eminence
which his theory thrust upon it. The main concern of Gregory's
life had been the reform of the Church, and, in the same spirit,
John followed his analysis of the respective powers and spheres
of Church and State, by a thorough-going and unsparing
account of such current evils of the Church as made the
ecclesiastical arm unfit to wield the sword which his political
theory handed to it.
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